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What is It? 

A new readers’ advisory tool created by 
Bowker using Syndetics Fiction Profiles data 
and AquaBrowser Library® software

A tool for librarians, bookstores, and readers 

Browsable, intuitive and user-friendly

Complimentary with BooksInPrint.com and 
GlobalBooksInPrint.com subscriptions



Fiction Profiles

Over 130,000 records, with 1,000 added monthly
Data is collected in the following areas:
• Genre and sub-genre
• Topic
• Main characters and character traits
• Geographic and non-geographic settings 
• Time periods 
• Series/sequel information 

Source of titles is popular review journals such as Booklist, 
Criticas, Kirkus, LJ, PW, Romantic Times, SLJ, publishers’ 
catalogs, authors’ websites, newspaper reviews, and more
Includes fiction, biographies, autobiographies, and memoirs
*U.S. TITLES ONLY*



How do I get to 
Fiction Connection?

Homepage & Fiction Room of BooksInPrint.com

Homepage & Fiction Room of PatronBooksInPrint.com

Homepage & Fiction Room of GlobalBooksInPrint.com

www.fictionconnection.com

http://www.fictionconnection.com/


Do your patrons ever come to you 
and say…?

“I just read the greatest book!  Can you help me 
find another one like it?”

“I love mysteries set in the Southwest.  Can you 
help me find some?”

“What’s the next book in this series?”

“I just need something good to read!”



Searching

From the welcome screen you can:
• enter search terms using the basic “keyword AND” 
in the search box;
• select “More Options” to search specifically for 
author, title or ISBN; or
• browse topics, genres, settings, character traits, 
locations, or timeframes in the tabbed browse box.



Here’s an example of a search for a particular title.
In this case, we're using the search terms "memoirs of a geisha". 



The results set contains titles that have the words 
“memoirs” and “geisha” in them. You can see the 
number of times each term is found in the record. This 
results list is sorted by relevance, so the title Memoirs 
of a Geisha shows up first. You can also sort the results 
by year, title, or author. The word cloud on the left 
shows terms related to the original search.



You can also search by subject.
In this case, we're using the search 
terms "humorous romance".



The results set contains about 1000 results with the 
words "humorous " and "romance". To refine your 
search, you can use the "Refine results by" options on 
the right side of the page.
Try limiting your search for humorous romances to ones 
that take place in a small town by clicking the "Small 
town" link under "Setting". 



Now you have 127 titles that are humorous romances 
that take place in a small town. This may still be too 
many titles for you, so you can refine again by 
choosing another link on the right.



Refine further by choosing the “Single 
mother” under "Character Traits".



Now, after only a few clicks, you have concise 
list of 13 titles that are humorous romances 
that take place in a small town, featuring a 
character who is a single mother.



What if one of your patrons just read The Da Vinci Code
and would like to "find other books like it"? All you need to 
do is search for that specific title, find the title in the 
results list, then click the Find Similar button found to the 
right of that entry in the list.



All you’ve done at this point is identify The Da 
Vinci Code as a title that you liked, and already, 
you have a list of similar titles, shown in order of 
relevance. If you're happy with these results, 
there's no need to go any further.



Have a more specific idea of what you're looking 
for? Then you can choose subjects associated with 
The Da Vinci Code to find titles that are similar in a 
particular way. Choose from genres, topics, 
locations, settings, characters, media mentions, 
bestsellers, and more. You’ll never hit a dead 
end, because the number of similar titles is 
shown in parentheses next to each subject.
Try checking the genre “thriller” and the topic 
“secret societies”.



This yields 47 titles that are thrillers 
about secret societies.
Notice that not only does the number in 
parentheses next to the subject change, 
but the results listing changes as well.



Click the "Clear All" link to start a new Find Similar 
search based on the The Da Vinci Code. 
Choosing the topics “conspiracies” and “false 
accusations” gives you a whole new set of 49 results.



Say you’ve found a title you’re 
interested in, and it's the first title on the 
list -- The Suspect.
Simply click the thumbnail or the book 
title for more details.



In the detailed title display screen, you can 
view a summary, reviews, awards, media 
mentions, and many more details about this 
particular title. You can email or print title 
details. You can also search your library’s 
catalog, and in some cases, see a list of 
online booksellers.



By clicking “Search my library’s catalog”, you will 
open a new browser window and go directly into 
your library’s catalog, where you can check to see 
if the title is available, place a hold, etc.
When you're done viewing the library catalog page, 
simply close that browser window and return to 
Fiction Connection, where you can continue to find 
the books you like, quickly and easily!



Remote access to 
Fiction Connection

Do you currently have a website? Do you provide authentication for 
patrons to remotely access this website?

If so, to set up a referring URL, you will need to authenticate visitors 
to your website, and provide a link after that authentication that 
redirects them to the following URL:

http://www.fictionconnection.com

When this link is in place, you'll then need to send us the URL that 
successfully-authenticated users reach last before being redirected to 
http://www.fictionconnection.com, and we will enter that URL into 
your account. This will allow your remote users to access Fiction 
Connection. 

To supply us with this URL, please send an e-mail to Bowker 
Technical Support at TechSupport@bowker.com or call us toll-free 
any time of day at 800-323-3288.

http://www.fictionconnection.com/
http://www.fictionconnection.com/
mailto:TechSupport@bowker.com


Technical Issues

For optimal viewing, the latest Flash plug-in 
(version 8) is recommended.

Screen resolution should be set at 1024x768

Do not disable cookies in your browser.  
Disabled cookies will cause recurring requests 
for login.



How to Promote Fiction Connection

Bowker Designed “Cut & Paste” 
Announcement Copy

-- Copy for your Internal Staff

-- Copy for your Community & 
Patrons

Look for an e-mail or check 
www.BowkerSupport.com
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